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Drill operator crushed between drill rigand transport vehicle

SUMMARY

A drill rig operator waskilled whiletryingto attach a
cablefrom another vehicleto theback of hisdrill rig. The
drill rigwasstuck inthe snow, and aco-worker drivinga
transport vehicle stopped to help. Inorder to pull out the
rig, thedriversattempted to attach acable on thefront of
thetransport vehicleto ahook on the back of therig.
The co-worker positioned thetransport vehiclebehind
therig; thevehicleswereaigned with theleft front of the
transport vehicledightly to the outside of theleft rear
corner of therig.

Duetoadight gradeintheroad and dackness of the
tracks, thetransport vehicletended to dideback whenit
was stopped. Thevictim stood between thevehiclesto
fasten the cable onto the hook. Two attemptswere made
to attach the cable; each timethevictim jumped from
between the vehiclesasthetransport vehiclemoved close
totherig. Onthethird attempt, the victim was caught
betweenthevehicles. Hisco-worker movedthe
transport vehicleaway fromtherig and flagged aco-
worker. They pulled thevictim from betweenthevehicles
and checked hisinjuries. Thevictimbriefly regained
consciousness, spoketo histwo co-workers, and then

collapsed again.

Uponthearrival of more co-workers, CPR wasinitiated,
and one person was sent to atruck with atwo-way radio
to notify Emergency Medica Services(EMS). Thevictim
was placed on aded behind asnowmachine and towed
tothetruck. Before EM Stechniciansarrived, thevictim
wastransferred to thetruck and driven to anearby
medical facility. Hewaspronounced dead on arrival.

Based on thefindingsof theinvestigation, to prevent
similar occurrences, employersshould:

» Ensurethat workersareabletorecognizeand
avoid hazardoussituationsand develop and
implement adriver training program that
includes, but isnot limited to, snow travel and
techniquesfor assisting stuck vehicles;

= Ensurethat awritten and comprehensive safety
program cover sall work practicesperformed by
employees,

» Ensurethat workersfollow all prescribed wor k
practicesfor transporting equipment and
suppliesand enfor cea compr ehensive safety

program.
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FACE reportscan beviewed on the
Occupational Injury Prevention Program
website

http://www.epi.hss.state.ak.us/programs/injury
or
Call or fax your request to:
907-269-8000 (phone) 907-562-7802 (fax)



